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WHITE HOUSE 2014 

1« SCHEDULE* THE TIME FOR THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH WILL NOT BE LOCKED 
UNTIL THE NETWORKS ARE NOTIFIED SHORTLY. I WILL FLASH TIME TO YOU 
IMMEDIATELY. IT WILL BETWEEN 8:30 AND 9:30 P.M. OUR TIME. THE 
SPEECH WILL BE ANNOUNCED AT APPROXIMATELY 11:00 THIS MORNING OUR 
TIME. MY BRIEFING SCHEDULE REMAINS AS OUTLINED: ONE SESSION JUST 
BEFORE THE SPEECH TO EXPLAIN THE PLAN AND HAND OUT THE TEXT; 

ANOTHER ONE WEDNESDAY MORNING TO GIVE THE CHRONOLOGY OF 

ffilVATE TALKS. 

2. PROPOSAL. WE ARE GIVING THE PROPOSAL THE FOLLOWING TITLE: 

"REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM AND UNITED STATES PROPOSAL FOR A NEGOTIATED 
SETTLEMENT OF THE INDOCHINA CONFLICT, JANUARY 27, 1972." WE CHOSE 
THIS DATE AS THE ONE ON WHICH THE PROPOSAL WILL BE PRESENTED FORMALLY 
IN PARIS; IT ALSO AVOIDS TIME DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SAIGON AND 



WASHINGTON. 
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3. THIEU* S SPEECH. WE HAVE NO PROBLEMS WITH THIEU' S DRAFT EXCEPT 

FOR THE AMBIGUITY ABOUT HIS CANDIDACY IN THE NEW ELECTION WHICH 
HAS NOW BEEN RESOLVED. 

THERE IS, HOWEVER, ONE INACCURACY. WHEN HE DISCUSSES 
OH? PRIVATE MEETINGS IN THE PARAGRAPH BEGINNING "ALL THOSE PRIVATE 
MEETINGS" HE STATES THAT "THE LAST ONE TOOK PLACE T HREE MONTHS 
AGO" WHEN THE NEW PROPOSAL WAS OFFERED, AS YOU KNOW OUR 
LAST OF 12 PRIVATE MEETINGS WAS ON SEPTEMBER 13, OR FOUR REPEAT 
FOIR MONTHS AGO, AT WHICH TIME THE CHANNEL WAS SUSPENDED BECAUSE 
OF NORTH VIETNAMESE INTRANSIGENCE. WE FULLY INFORMED THIEU ABOUT 

t • 

THIS. THERE HAVE BEEN NO MEETINGS SINCE. ON OCTOBER 11 OUR NEW 
PROPOSAL WAS SIMPLY TRANSMITTED ALONG WITH OUR MESSAGE SUGGESTING 
A MEETING BUT THERE WAS NO MEETING THEN OR SINCE. PLEASE MAKE SURE 
THERE IS NO MISUNDERSTANDING ON THIEU* S PART. 

4. PRESIDENT'S SPEECH. IN ADDITION TO SOME MINOR EDITORIAL CHANGES 
AND THE REVISED SECTION ON THE NEW PLAN SENT IN OUR 2014 FOLLOWING 
ARE CHANGES IN THE DRAFT WE SENT YOU. 

— RE SAIGON 0024. WE HAVE INSERTED "WITH THE FULL KNOW- 
LEDGE AND APPROVAL OF PRESIDENT THIEU" IN PARAGRAPH 2 OF SPEECH. 
THE OTHER TWO SUGGESTIONS HAVE BEEN REFLECTED IN OUR REVISED 
SECTION ON PEACE PLAN. 

* ' * 
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— RE PARAGRAPH 4B OF SAIGON 0022. AS PREVIOUSLY INDICATED 

WE WILL MAKE CLEAR THIEU’S ROLE BY ADDING AFTER "BREAK THE DEADLOCK" 
THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE: "I CONSULTED WITH PRESIDENT THEIU WHO 
CONCURRED FULLY IN A NEW PLAN." 

-- IN DISCUSSING RATIONALE FOR PRIVATE TALKS THE PRESIDENT WILL 
REITERATE HIS WILLINGNESS TO EXPLORE ANY PUBLIC OR PRIVATE AVENUE TO 
SPEED NEGOTIATIONS TO END THE WAR. 

— TOWARD THE END THE PRESIDENT WILL STATE THAT: 

IF THE ENEMY REFUSES NEGOTIATIONS, WE SHALL CONTINUE THE 


WITHDRAWAL OF REMAINING FORCES AS THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE DEVELOP 
THE CAPABILITY OF DEFENDING THEMSELVES. 

IF THE ENEMY STEPS UP THEIR ATTACKS, HE SHALL MEET HIS 


RESPONSIBILITY AS COMMANDER IN CHIEF TO PROTECT OUR REMAINING 


TROOPS. 

5. U.S. FORCES. YOUR ANSWER IN PARAGRAPH 4C OF SAIGON 0024 
WAS CORRECT. 

WARM REGARDS, 


1 
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